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An Analysis of Season One of Silo, with Emphasis on the Savior
Figure in Dystopian Discourse

Masoud Barakati’

Media literacy and critical scrutiny of audiovisual works are among the most
effective ways to protect audiences from media manipulation and ideological
exaggeration, particularly in Hollywood productions. In pursuing its metanarrative
objectives, the American film industry has consistently sought to capture the
collective unconscious of nations. Adopting a descriptive-analytical approach
within a qualitative research framework, this article closely examines the first
season of Silo and relates it to religious teachings and influential Iranian film
criticism in order to explore the work’s less apparent dimensions. The research
systematically describes the series and examines the relationships among its visual
elements, dialogue, and narrative signs. The ten-episode series depicts an
apocalyptic, dystopian world that prepares viewers for the emergence of a savior
from within stagnation and despair. Clarifying these foundations can support a
more informed engagement with media.

Although the second season of Silo has also been produced and released, it is
not examined here. In the author’s assessment, its narrative offers insufficient

analytical value, and various scenes are unnecessarily and tediously prolonged.

Keywords: Silo; Dystopia; Savior; End times; Media literacy.

1. Level 3 seminary student at the Specialized Mahdism Center, Qom Seminary.

Email: masoodtalabe@gmail.com



An Analytical Study of Superstition in Mahdist Culture: A
Constructive Approach through “Rational Awaiting”

Fazel Fazeli Davoud'

Belief in the promised savior and the culture of Mahdism are among the most
dynamic and hope-inspiring pillars of Shi‘i thought. Throughout history, they have
served as driving forces for Muslim societies in resisting oppression and striving
for human perfection. This study analyzes superstitions and spurious accretions
within Mahdist culture and presents constructive strategies for addressing them. It
employs a descriptive-analytical method based on library research. The central
question is how to identify the conditions that give rise to superstition in the field
of Mahdism without reducing the study of this culture to a purely negative
diagnosis, and how to articulate a model of “Rational Awaiting.” The findings
indicate that practices such as setting dates for the Mahdi’s advent (tawgqit),
excessive preoccupation with encounters with the Imam, reducing Mahdism to
rituals and individual actions, and following false claimants stem primarily from
factors such as ignorance, the dominance of emotion over reason, misinterpretation
of religious texts, and exploitation by self-interested individuals. As a constructive
response to these harms, Rational Awaiting rests on rational engagement with
Mabhdist teachings, commitment to social responsibility, strengthening the social
and governance-oriented dimensions of Islamic jurisprudence, and active
participation in laying the groundwork for a new Islamic civilization. The findings
further suggest that safeguarding Mahdist culture requires sustained critique of
superstition, strengthening scholarly and religious authority, improving public
literacy about Mahdism, and cultivating believers who await the Mahdi with

rationality, responsibility, and a commitment to building society.
Keywords: Mahdism; Superstition; Rational Awaiting; False Claimants;
Religious Pathology; Time-Setting (tawqit).

1. Member of the Department of Islamic Studies and Law, Arak Branch, Islamic Azad University,
Arak, Iran.
Email: f.fazeli4336@jiau.ir
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A Futures-Oriented Analysis of the Expansion of Western Media
Hegemony over Muslim Societies and Its Implications for
Mahdism

Alireza Akbari’

This article examines the expansion of soft warfare and its detrimental
effects on the beliefs and cultural values of Muslim societies, particularly
Shi‘i communities, with a focus on its implications for the Mahdi’s advent
and the pursuit of Islamic ideals. Comparing hard and soft warfare, the study
analyzes the characteristics, instruments, and adverse consequences of soft
warfare and examines how it impedes efforts to prepare the ground for
Imam al-Mahdi’s advent.

In soft warfare, Islam’s adversaries use modern media to steer public
opinion toward their preferred cultural and political objectives. The study
also considers factors contributing to the expansion of adversarial media
hegemony over Muslim populations, including Shi‘i communities’
vulnerability to adversaries’ media empires, low levels of media literacy,
the erosion of social ethics in the media, and growing public distrust of
domestic media in Muslim societies.

Keywords: Soft warfare; Media; Trend analysis; The Mahdi’s advent;
Mahdism.

1. Level 3 graduate of the Specialized Mahdism Center, Qom Seminary.

Email: Hajalireza313@gmail.com



An Examination and Typology of Mahdist Reports in Kifayat al-
Athar fi al-Nass ‘ala al-A’'imma al-Ithna ‘Ashar

Seyyed Ali Kazemi'

This study examines and classifies the Mahdist reports in Kifayat al-Athar fi al-
Nass ala al-A‘imma al-Ithna Ashar, by ‘Ali b. Muhammad al-Khazzaz al-Qummi.
A fourth-century AH work, it is recognized as a collection of reports and explicit
textual designations concerning the caliphate and imamate of the Twelve Imam:s;
part of it directly addresses Mahdism and reports concerning Imam al-Mahdi. The
study aims to extract and systematize the Mahdist teachings contained in this early
source and to assess their evidentiary value in terms of both chains of transmission
and content. It employs critical textual analysis of relevant reports, including their
thematic identification, classification of Mahdist themes, and examination of their
isnads and transmission routes. The findings indicate that al-Khazzaz al-Qummi
included a considerable number of explicit reports concerning the Imamate and the
advent of the eschatological savior; some accounts cite approximately 170 related
reports. These reports can be classified under several key themes, including the
textual designation of the Imamate, the signs and responsibilities of the
eschatological reformer, and his lineage and connection to the Ahl al-Bayt.
Moreover, the quality of the isnads and the recurrence of parallel reports across
hadith sources from different Muslim traditions enhance the work’s significance
within Shi‘i Mahdist discourse.

Keywords: Mahdism; Imam al-Mahdi; Kifayat al-Athar; Mahdist

reports; Hadith.
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Reframing the Formative Role of Imam al-Mahdi during the
Occultation: Emphasis on Modes of Guidance and Education

Mina Sadat Hosseini Khanagahi’

In Shi‘i thought, the infallible Imam, as the successor to the Prophet
Muhammad, assumes all of the Prophet’s functions except the reception of
revelation. Among the Imam’s most important responsibilities are guiding
the community, serving as an authoritative source of religious knowledge,
and providing spiritual education and formation. As the Perfect Human, the
infallible Imam has an ontological role in guiding believers and leading
them toward perfection, and the light of his guidance flows within their
hearts. This raises a fundamental question: how are the Imam’s
responsibilities—particularly the spiritual formation of believers—fulfilled
during the Occultation? This article explains that, although the Imam is not
outwardly accessible during the Occultation, he remains inwardly present
and his non-manifest functions continue. The formative role of Imam al-
Mahdi during the Occultation can be examined through his ontological and
inward guidance, his guidance of believers through divine trials, guidance
through the system of deputyship and mediation, special acts of grace, and
the cultivation of a culture of awaiting the Mahdi’s advent. The article
employs a descriptive-analytical method.

Keywords: Mahdism; Imam al-Mahdi; Education; Guidance;

Occultation.
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A Cross-Tradition Reading of the Wars Preceding the Mahdi’s
Advent Based on Prophetic Reports

Seyyed Mohammad Hossein Taghavi!

Using an analytical and cross-tradition comparative approach, this study
examines the scope and dimensions of eschatological developments,
focusing on Mahdist reports attributed to the Prophet and preserved in Shi‘i
and Sunni sources. It investigates the military, social, and theological
dimensions of the tribulations preceding the advent and interprets them not
merely as political turmoil, but as a broader crisis in the social and moral
order of Muslim society. The study employs qualitative content analysis of
hadith reports, focusing on such tribulations as the tribulation of al-Ahlas,
the Sufyani’s emergence, and the role of forces from the East. On this basis,
it reconstructs a phased pattern of eschatological developments. The
findings indicate that the pre-advent period begins with internal
disintegration and intra-Muslim strife driven by worldly ambition, and
reaches its climax with the expansion of regional wars, particularly in the
Levant (al-Sham) and Iraq. In this process, divine aid originates in the East
and among its people, paving the way for the uprising of the Promised
Mabhdi. The findings further indicate that passing through these foundational
tribulations constitutes an important part of the path leading to the advent.
Accordingly, active preparedness, spiritual patience and steadfastness,
and—above all—practical unity among Muslims in confronting the forces
of unbelief and tyranny are essential. Moreover, the shared Shi‘i and Sunni
reports concerning these events can provide a basis for mutual
understanding and strategic unity within the Muslim ummabh in pursuit of
the objectives of Mahdism.

Keywords
Eschatological tribulations; Developments in the East; War and
bloodshed; Prophetic reports; The Mahdi’s advent.
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